Dear Dick and, 5/23/92 

On the chance it is of interest to one of you, herewith the story on Washington's 
new all-sportd station. It has an interesting history of which I am a minor ^jart. 

Ib went on the air about the time of the end of World War II as the country's second 
good-music station. It copied Wyjfe even to its call letters then, W^W. Serious- 

mind lovers of classical music started it but “hey were hot good business people or mana- 
gers. when it was tailing M. Robert ^ogeios, later manager of the Rational Symphony tcrok 
over management anti soon was the majority owner. In his successful rebuilding of it he 
among other things changed the call letters to WQI-B, for Washington's Good music Station. 

Rogers was the editor of Click, then the tliird-largest picture magazine, owned by 
the annenbergs, ivhen I worked for it. We got to be friends and when he was ousted from 
Clfeck by the America-First crowd some of whom owned the Annenberg's debt and others of 
whom blackballed Walter from Main tine society, I took him to Washington and got him his 
first }job there. 

$&spected Walter's father, Moe, if you did not know, introduced gangsterism to 
Ghicago in newspaper circulation wars. Moe was in jail when I worked for Click. I think 
he 4ied there. 

What infuriated the America-Firsters was my anti-Nazi cartel exposes. 

Ttyh magazine was not even going to pay me what it owed me, they were that bitter. 

I filed suit in New York to wliich it had moved, and was about to be indicted into the 
Army when with my lawyer I had a meeting with flick's. He was stonewalling and in one of 
the very few violent acts of my life I grabbed him by the lajj^els, shook he a. little and 
told thim that since I was about to go into the army anyway and might not return I was 
not a bit worried about what would happen to me if I messed him up, as I was about to 
do, if he continued hi3 efforts to gyp me and deny me leaving tiiat sum for my wife 
when I left. I got it. 

Rogers hir<gd me as news and special events editor of WqQW after I was fired by the 
State Department in what was really a pogrom by the extreme right that was moving in and 
taking over via "security." 

Shat is a long story but in short ± got some of us together, got us good and presti- 
egous counsel, Arnold, ForJ^as and Poster, as the firm was then known, and we won that 
fight in the first major "security" case of the era. We were rehired and resigned and got 
a public apia apology. 


The station was a daytimer on AM then and had just started its FM operation. It used 
to go on the air at 7 a.m. I walx there by 5 to.be able to have time to go over the over- 
night accumulation of stories on the AP wire. ^ had the first newscast ready before the 


announcer came in to sign the station on. We had hourly newscasts then and I wrote them 
aly, rewriting AP copy and eliminating as much of the propaganda as I could. 
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One of the first things I did was give the UN a voice in Washington, it had a 
recorded program. We got the disks and 4ired them the next morning. 

Part of the time I also reported the successful defense of the Israelis against 
the Arab effort to wipe them out when they decldred independence and the existence of 
the State . During tliat time I both drove the Arabs wild by accurate reporting i a wliich I 
never forgot Kpnfi: Perfidious ‘‘■lbion^nd I also helped the Israeli embassy’s information 
man, lx aryy Jp.nder , by waking him up if the news seemed t» justify that. Because -*• did he 
was often able to tliink tilings through before he got to the embassy and on occasion he 
got there earlier because of my call. 

When Arabs complained I offered them equal time if they wanted to appear. Not obe 
ever accepted tliat offer. That was, I tliink before the Fairness Doctrine. 

What angered them most was my regular reference to the Jordanian Army, which called 
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itself as "The Arab Region," as British led and financed, controlled by4&K General 
Sir John Glubb pasha.'* Britain did train and pay that army and of course controlled it. 

That was my last reporting and the first since I entered the army. I enjoyed the 
challenges, had full fr eedom and used it. 

After the newspaper 4$ PH folded in u e\i York, Rogers and ^alph ^ngersoll of PM planned 
another paper. Rogers told me tliat if they got it of-£ the ground he wanted me to be its 
news editor. So, he trusted me and I did wliat I wanted with the news. 

For some of wliich I got the minor honor of notice and kudos on the Aj? wire. 

Once I scooped the entire United States, believe it or not, on Gandi's assassination. 

Beginning with an AP alert tliat it was checking an unconfirmed report. I rewrote 
tliat and just as he was about to go on the air gave the announced new copy .JWiSXMSiiQiXX 
He had to read it cold and as I watched through the glass between the control room and my 
office I saw the tears. The^ I asked BBG when it would be broadcasting news on a frequency 
I could get. The station has a shortwwave radio, nobody knew why, on the top floor; I tuned 
x±a± BBC in, ran a pair of wires down to the control room and having Already written the 
next hwxxs newscast on the hunch #hnt Ghandi had been killed monitored BBG. As soon as 
its broadcast from Delhi began I ran to the control room and told thej announcer to cut 
his turntab^l and feed to the transmitter the BBC news, not of best air quality, but it 
was the first eye-witness account in the country. 

At the time of the assassination of the popular Columbia leader, Eliacer Gaitan in 
Jfogota, coinciding in time with a major international eonf adhere , I got the station 
engineer, a young man named Iiort ZinTher, as I recall, who was an amateur, to try to pick 
a Columbia amateur up. ,J -‘hus we aired the first eyewitness account Of the turmoil there 
that later got to be culled by the right "the iS 0 £otaza." 

After I left the station I went back for one night, to report the Truman election. 

I had the AP wire to use and X also by a fluke could hear NBC -TV news on a little fm set 



in my office. That TV station was only a block away. I suppose this was some kind, of 

reradiation, anyway, the ' announcer got drunk from the liquor at the party in the station 

thrown by the auto dealer who bought all the election-reporting time. I drank a little 

but worked all the time and had decent coverage for our listeners. Before the results 

©/ 

were in, and you my remember that a ^'hicag/paper proclaimed Dewey the winner, I pre- 
dicted a Truman victory by 2,000,000 popular votes, as I no^e recall. By that time of the 
early morning I was the only one at the atation on the air, the announcer was tliat cdunk. 
That lie let me do it and did not make a spectacle of himself and the station is what save^ 
his job. 

Except for the drabs, the listeners liked the news. It was news, non£ of the scrim- 
shaw tliat is called news, wliich I culled out and replaced with items not included in the 
usual hourly summary provided by AP. 

It was a more sophisticated, better educated audience. So it preferred the kind of 
news I wrote that it did not get on f . ny other station. 


And no w it is all-sports. But then there^is no shortage oa good musie music 
available on am. Including this station s fm sister stayion. ^ 



